
Last week some Taylor students suffered sig-
nificant injuries on campus. There was a frac-
tured toe, a sprained ankle, a cut that required 
stitches and a chipped tooth — all in the name 
of two pieces of produce.

Melon and Gourd is part of a Third West 
Wengatz tradition called Wild West Week. Each 
night a new activity and tradition take place, 
all while the elaborate game of tag happens 
across campus.

The other Wild West events remain secret, 
but the campus knows, loves and watches 
Melon and Gourd.

The madness came to a climax before Friday 
chapel. Students packed the lobby and side-
walks to see what the members of Third West 
Wengatz would risk to avoid the despised pro-
duce. Some of this year’s antics included being 
wheeled in by a nail-adorned box, imperson-
ating a police officer and adopting superhero 
identities.

Many of these ideas call for outside help and 
not just from other students. Faculty, mainte-
nance workers and even upper administration 
often get involved in various schemes.  Enlisting 
volunteers to aid these attempts is key, said 
senior Graham Hauser.

“Being proactive and creative is everything,”  
Hauser said. “It’s a bit risky, but being proac-
tive to actually go out and meet with policemen, 
upper administration, make calls, arrange and 
coordinate with other people. It takes a lot of 
work sometimes.”

Hauser, along with juniors Pat Sells and 
Nick Bronkema, arrived to Friday’s chapel in 
the back of a maintenance truck. As the truck 

backed up to the chapel doors, the boys popped 
out along with 16 football players-turned-body-
guards, as confetti and party tunes caused a 
diversion.

“Six softball girls with confetti cannons lined 
the alley up to the door, and a maintenance man 
on the roof of the chapel sprayed the crowd with 
a leaf blower stuffed with confetti,” Hauser said. 

“It was an instant party.”
Although theatrics may be a goal, the real 

prize is getting to the door safely. Despite his 
grand production, Hauser was stuck with the 
gourd at 10 a.m.

At the annual Octoberfest pick-a-date, Hauser 
ate the remains of the gourd, along with sopho-
more Elia Mrakovich who was left with the 
melon. Sophomore Jeff Yoder was also punished 
with two bites from the melon for skipping cha-
pel and being the first to drop the fruit.

To an outsider, Melon and Gourd may seem 
more like a punishment than a game, but the 
boys on Third West wouldn’t have it any other 
way.

“I have a blast on Friday chapel,” Third West 
Personnel Assistant Kyle Salsbery said. “It’s 
fun having people from all over campus saying 
how excited they are to watch us get into chapel 
on Friday and seeing the crowd of people that 
watch.”

The competition features a variety of crazy 
acts to campus, bringing new and creative 
exploits every year for spectators.

“The stress is all a buildup for that final 
moment on Friday morning,” Hauser said. “That 
satisfaction of hopefully getting in the door is 
completely and totally worth it.”
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“I’m really not much for words,” the 
soft-spoken freshman said. “But actions 
speak louder than words, and that’s why 
I do it.”

When Chris Fales came to Taylor Uni-
versity to begin his freshman year, it 
only took a few weeks for other students 
to start noticing that there was some-
thing different about him.

“Every time I’ve seen Fales, he’s always 
serving others,” said junior Bethany 
Wilson. “Almost every meal I see him 
picking up dishes in the DC, and almost 
every chapel I see him holding the door 
until everyone gets in.”

It is these simple acts of service that 
have captured the attention of much of 
Taylor’s campus, but Fales began pub-
licly serving others during high school 
band class in his hometown of Avon, Ind.

“I noticed a lot of people went through 
this door into the band room and a lot 
of people had a hard time opening it, so 
I just thought I’d do it for them,” Fales 
said.

During this time, Fales also began 
looking for a small Christian school 
where he could spend his college years. 
After visiting Taylor for the first time, he 
knew he had found the right place.

“You can tell Taylor is a Christian uni-
versity before someone actually tells you 
it is,” Fales said. “People just act differ-
ently here, like we’re called to do in the 
Bible.”

A combination of the Taylor example, 
his Christian parents as role models, and 
some prompting from the Holy Spirit led 
Fales to start realizing his role of service 
in the kingdom of God.

“If I see something that needs to be 
done, that isn’t being done . . . I just love 
to do it,” Fales said.

And although his noticeable acts 
of service around campus — such as 
holding the door before every chapel or 
clearing dishes in the Dining Commons 

— may be what Fales is known for, he 
also revealed that he would much rather 
fly under the radar.

“I consider myself a secret admirer,” 
Fales said. “And by that I mean an 
admirer of secrets.”

Fales says he has the most fun when 
his acts of service can’t be traced back to 
him, but he gets to watch people’s reac-
tions when they realize something nice 
has been done for them.

“When I can see people’s reaction, I think it 
makes my day as much as it makes theirs,” 
Fales said.

Although it may seem like it, Fales 
does not spend all his time performing 
random acts of kindness. Besides keep-
ing busy with his schoolwork as a biology 
major, he also is a member of the Taylor 
Bell Choir and a resident of Penthouse.

Someday, Fales hopes to use his tal-
ents to work closely with and study the 
behavior of animals — a dream he’s had 

since he was very young.
These are the things to be uncovered 

for those willing to dig a little deeper, 
willing to go beyond the conveniently 
opened door or quickly cleared dishes. 

Fales says the response of students to 
his service varies.

“Some people ask my name, some ask 
further questions, and some people just 
look at me like, ‘What the heck is this 
guy doing?’” Fales said. “That one always 
makes me laugh.”

But Fales doesn’t do it to be noticed or 
even to get to know people, although he 
does enjoy that part. He says he does it 
all for three simple reasons: because he 
has fun doing it, because if he doesn’t 
do it, not many people will, and because 
most importantly he wants to bring 
glory to God.

“Fales is an awesome guy that I think 
many people don’t understand,” said 
sophomore Chip Mironas, who also lives 
on Penthouse. “But if they took the time 
to, they would see a genuine Christian 
guy that is just doing what he thinks 
he’s been called to do.”

Fales’ biggest fear in all this? That 
his actions will draw more attention to 
himself than to God. 

“I refuse to let this be about me. It’s all 
about God,” Fales said.
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MELON 
& GOURD

ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS
WHY WOULDN’T 
THESE TWO FALL 

FOR EACH OTHER IN 
“GRACE KELLY” BY 3EO, 

1EW AND 3CW

CANDACE SMITH DEALS 
US A HAND OF AWESOME 

WITH THEIR WONDERLAND 
SPIN ON HEADS WILL 

ROLL.

2SE AND 3SE 
BRING DIVERSI-
TY BY TRASHIN’ 
THE CAMP

SCOTT ETHERIDGE 
LEADS 2WO AND  
3EW SURF THROUGH 
THEIR PERFORMANCE 
OF “SURFIN’ SA-
FARI.”

KYLE SONNENBERG 
CAPTIVATES HIS 
SWEETHEART IN THE 
SENIORS RENDITION 
OF “STAND OUT.”

JASON 
SCHOETTMER 

AND FIRST 
WEST WEN-
GATZ TWO-

STEPPED INTO 
THE FIRST 

PLACE SPOT 
WITH “REVO-

LUTION OF 
DANCE.” 

CARLENE JOHNSON AND THE 
BAHAMIANS RUN THE WORLD 
IN THEIR RENDITION OF “WHIP 
MY HAIR.” JACOB ERB AND THE 

BROTHERHOOD MEN 
DISPLAYED THEIR FEMI-
NINE DANCING SKILLS 
IN “GEE” THROUGH 
THEIR HIP CHECKS AND 
ATTITUDE.

SECOND EAST WEN-
GATZ IS ALL FOR ONE 
AND ONE FOR ALL 
WITH THEIR NEWSIES 
THROWBACK.

ROCKING THE HOUSE 
LIKE ROYALTY, THIRD 
CENTER OLSON, FOUN-
DATION AND SECOND 
CENTER ENGLISH SHUF-
FLED BACK TO BEL-AIR.

3WO, 3WW AND PENTHOUSE TAKE 
THEIR MOVES TO THE STREET WITH 
“GOLD DUST.”
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